Guidelines for Hosting a Teen Party
1.  Thoroughly discuss the plan and ground rules for the party, including start and end times, with your teen beforehand.

2.  Agree on a guest list.
3.  Plan activities and have plenty of snacks and non-alcoholic drinks.

4.  Make a plan for dealing with party crashers. If they are not to be admitted, how will you and your teen request that they leave? Do not hesitate to call the police if someone refuses to leave.

5.  Decide how guests will enter and exit your house. Recommendation: Use one highly visible entry and exit and greet guests as they arrive.
6.  Decide whether guests may bring bags or backpacks. Recommendation: Do not allow guests to bring in their own drinks or water bottles. Require backpacks to be left in a well-lit and supervised area.

7.  Make a clear plan for dealing with a guest who brings alcohol into your home. Recommendation: Confiscate the alcohol and call the parent to pick up the guest.

8.  Make it clear that reentry to the party will not be allowed.

9.  If more than 8 teens are invited, find additional adults to assist with supervising. Recommendation: Plan on an 8-1 ratio of teens to adults. Supervising adults should refrain from drinking during the party.

10.  Be present and visible during the party; continually refill snacks, walk through the room and check in with partygoers intermittently. Do outside perimeter checks. Agree which rooms in your house are off limits prior to the party.
11.  Remove any family liquor from areas accessible to guests.

** These guidelines were developed by the Medfield Underage Drinking Forum 2007. If you have any questions or comments please contact Jan Tarlow at jantarlow@comcast.net .
